
Mr. Paul A. Marshall

California Department of Water Resources
1416 9th Street - 2nd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: South Delta Improvement Project DEIR/S
JAN25..2006

Dear Mr. Marshall:

I'm hopeful you actually do read my letter, even though there was an active solicitation to
write from the 'Friends of the River' which may overwhelm your office, and despite the
fact that I agree with every one of their points and find them well-phrased and reasoned.

I really do appreciate the opportunity to address you in response to the South Delta
Improvement Project (SDIP) DEIR/S and I wanted to include my own remarks for what I
think must be the direction of the water flow (increase flows into the Delta, rather than
from it), because I must be like every other person far removed from the Delta: I look at
that wondrous area, that I'm extremely unlikely to visit, and wonder what does it take to
keep it alive.

For years I have given to 'Save-The-Bay' and 'Friends of the River' and many other
environmental causes and always tried to persuade the stewards of the environment,
someone like you, to see that in attempting to balance what are perceived as needs of the
population of people against the life of the resource, that we are too often erring on the
side of a compromise - we believe wisdom is seeing the middle ground in sharing for a
need that is a few years out. This is the same logic that was used on the Colorado River
and is now being played out as a disaster on the ecology, with still not enough water to
share. The lands adjacent to the Colorado were viewed as a real estate revenue source for
selling homes for which water had to be guaranteed. Once the population burgeoned and
the silt began piling up in the manmade lakes, it was only a matter of time before the
requests for more water would reemerge, as they have. The brave thing in the past would
have been to not create the lakes and dams on the Colorado. The brave thing now will be
to discourage any more populations from growing nearby. The brave thing in the future
will be to remove the dams and allow the Colorado to flow again.

If the Delta is precious to us - precious in that it must continue to exist - then the SDIP
drawdown must be squelched, because it will certainly imperil the Delta even more. The
fish population will decline markedly in response to lower water levels. This is a given
based on fish biology - they need room amid certain temperature constraints to breed.
Take away the volume to breed... fewer will be able to spawn. This has already happened
many times on many rivers around the world. Once there are fewer fish, other species
suffer. Birds decline; water borne insects proliferate; salinity increases; the ocean
encroaches more into the headwaters.
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Please show the courage not to compromise and actively defeat this proposal. Encourage
every sort of reclamation, conservation and storage of rainfall alternative rather than
encroach on this gem. Certainly, if someone like me, far removed from the area, can see
the wisdom of its preservation, you, as one on the scene and a caretaker of the resource,
would be most like to see this as a fair goal.

Please include me on your mailing list to be notified of any decisions or activities
concerning this project.
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